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Day careworker arrested
Man, 29, accused of“inappropriate

contact”with child. CONNECTICUT, A3

Iran continues attacks
Military strikes go on despite Trump’s claim

threat eliminated. NATION & WORLD, A6

Tunis: A cultural rush
An addictive creative spirit draws visitors

to Tunisia’s capital. LIVING, B6

Husky/Hoosier returns
Young UConn star back home in Indiana

for the Final Four. SPORTS, B1

MicaelaLevesque,
a localmuralist, puts the
finishing touchesonone
panelof afive-partmural
for theWomen’sLeague
ChildDevelopment
Center inHartfordon
Thursday.Themuralwill
bepartof thecenter’snew
STEAMExplorersPark,
scheduled toopen in
late spring.

The finishing touch
AARON FLAUM/HARTFORD COURANT

By Don Stacom
HARTFORD COURANT

With a new $2.5 million state grant, a
Connecticut town is on track to complete
anextensiveenvironmentalcleanupof the
complexof19thcenturytextilemillswhere
adeveloperwants tobuild214apartments.

The Vernonmills that have been out of
service for decades loom over EastMain
Street just blocks from the village center,
andlocalo!cialshavebeenworkingsince
2015 to turn them from urban blight into
productivehousing.

It’s likely to take another five years
beforetenantsaremoving intotheroughly
130,000-square-footcomplex,but thatday
willmarkmuchmorethanthesalvagingof
aprominentpartofVernon’sindustrialpast,
o!cials contend.

“Weget thepropertycleanedup,butwe
alsoget this project thatwill really anchor
our downtown,”Mayor DanChampagne
saidWednesday.“This isgoingtomakethe
entrance todowntownmuchbetter.”

In all, lining up the funding to thor-
oughly remove asbestos, PCBs and other
contaminants fromthethreeprimarymills
—Daniel’s, Amerbelle and Anocoil — and
twosmallerconnectedbuildingshas taken
a decade. That’s far longer than Camden
ManagementPartners’ schedule for reno-
vating them into amix of predominantly
apartmentswithsomefirst-floorcommer-
cial space.

Vernon
prepares
to renovate
textilemills
214 apartments proposed
for 19th-century complex

By Livi Stanford
HARTFORD COURANT STAFF

More than 70% of Connecticut’s under-
graduate students have gambled, with 17%
reporting itatamoderate level, accordingto
asurveyof1,300studentsat30highereduca-
tion institutions across the state conducted
by twoUConnresearchers.

Lawmakers are now considering legisla-

tionthatwouldrequirepublichighereduca-
tion institutions to provide “an on-campus
problemgamblingprogramatleastonceeach
academic year,” according to an analysis of
SB381.

“This bill is a good first step to address-
ing the issue and getting students the help
they need,” said Sen. Derek Slap, co-chair
of theHigher Education and Employment
AdvancementCommittee and aWestHart-
ford Democrat in an email. “The massive
expansion of sports betting is creating real
problems — not just on college campuses,
but especially on college campuses. I fully
expectwewillneedtodomore thanthisbill
to adequately combat it.”

TheHigher Education and Employment
Advancement Committee passed SB 381 in
a 17 to 1vote.

Diana Goode, executive director of the
ConnecticutCouncilonProblemGambling,
said in her testimony that the bill is a “prac-
tical, prevention-focused policy that
strengthens student support systemswith-
out imposing unnecessary administrative
burdens.

“It ensures that gambling-related harm
is addressed proactively, just as campuses
alreadyaddresssubstanceuse,mentalhealth,
andsuicideprevention,”shesaid. “Theneed
for this legislation is clear anddatadriven.”

Goodewrote inhertestimonythat“sports

betting has rapidly become one of themost
significant gambling-related risks facing
collegecampuses.

“National research from the National
Collegiate Athletic Association indicates
that sports wagering is widespread among
college-age populations, with surveys find-
ing that 67% of students living on campus
report placing sports bets, andmany do so
at higher frequency than their non-student
peers,”Goodesaid.

Goodesaidthat“publichealthresearchers
warnthatthisnormalizationofsportsbetting
can contribute to financial stress, academic

Bill tackles student gambling harm
Proposed legislation would
require colleges provide
on-campus help programs

By Alanna Durkin Richer,
Eric Tucker, Michael Balsamo
and Michelle L. Price
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — President Donald
TrumpsaidThursdaythatPamBondiisout
ashisattorneygeneral, endingtheconten-
tious tenureof a loyalistwhoupended the
Justice Department’s culture of indepen-
dence from the White House, oversaw
large-scale firings of career employees
andmoved aggressively to investigate the
Republicanpresident’sperceivedenemies.

Thedeparturefollowedmonthsofscru-
tinyovertheJusticeDepartment’shandling
of files related to the Je"rey Epstein sex
tra!cking investigation and failed e"orts
tomeetTrump’sunwaveringdemands for
criminal cases against his adversaries. As
Trump’s own frustrations mounted, he
began privately discussing firing Bondi,
people familiarwith thematter say.

FierceTrump
defender
Bondi fired

By Lori Riley
HARTFORD COURANT

PHOENIX — Thirty-five years ago,
on Geno Auriemma’s 37th birthday, his
UConn women’s basketball team beat
Clemson in Philadelphia to advance to
itsfirstFinalFour.

OnFriday, theHuskieswillcompetein
their25thFinalFourandhopetocompete
Sunday for their 13th national title. The
undefeated defending national champi-
onswill faceSouthCarolina inarematch
of lastyear’sNCAAchampionshipgame
onFriday at 7 p.m. in anNCAATourna-
mentsemifinalat theMortgageMatchup
Center inPhoenix.UCLAandMichigan
playinthesecondgamewiththewinners
advancing toSunday’sfinal.

“I think (Louisville coach) Je"Walz
said earlier in the tournament, UConn’s
intheFinalFoureveryyearandtherestof

UConnwomen,
Final Four go
hand in hand

UConn head coach Geno Auriemma watches players warm up during practice

prior to the national semifinals at the Women’s Final Four of the NCAA college

basketball tournament Thursday in Phoenix. ROSS D. FRANKLIN/AP

Huskies making
an unprecedented
25th appearance

See MILLS on Page A2

See GAMBLING on Page A2

AG didn’t quell Epstein furor
or bring trial against foes

See BONDI on Page A2

Women’s Final Four

UConn faces rival South Carolina

on Friday at 7 p.m. on ESPN

Men’s Final Four

Huskies meet high-powered Illinois

on Saturdayat 6:09 p.m.on CBS

COMING UP

More tournament coverage in SportsSee WOMEN on Page A2
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